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reasons. He had heard about the secret treaty concluded
several years before by Maria Theresa and Elisabeth of
Russia. He was aware that Elisabeth would be quite
willing to help Maria Theresa reconquer Silesia, if she,
in turn, had a chance of adding East Prussia to Russia.

Frederick and Elisabeth had not always been
enemies; he had provided her heir, Peter, with his
German wife, Catherine of Zerbst; he had frankly
approved the banishment of her rival, the infant pre-
tender Ivan VI. But Frederick bitterly antagonised
Elisabeth, as he did so many potential political friends,
by his sharp tongue. As Macaulay says: " His bitter
and scoffing speech had inflicted keener wounds than
his ambition/' Elisabeth of Russia resented his remarks
about her fondness for vodka and for many lovers, and
her hatred of him was fostered by her Chancellor,
Bestusheff-Rjumin, who had always distrusted Frederick
even when he played the flute.

Late in 1755, Frederick's secret agents informed him
that Maria Theresa was flirting with France, but he
could not believe that the traditional enmity between
the Bourbons and the Habsburgs would ever be over-
come. It seemed safer, however, not to risk losing
England's offer of mutual assistance, and on January 16,
1756, Frederick concluded a secret defensive treaty with
England in which he pledged himself to secure the neutral-
ity of Germany and to defend Hanover in case France
tried to invade the Electorate. England, in turn, agreed
to defend Prussia against Russia if this became necessary-
This Treaty is known as the Treaty of Westminster*

George IL then sent Sir Charles Hanbury Williams
to Russia to win Elisabeth's support. She had not
heard about the Westminster Treaty, and she assumed
that George would be fighting against Fraace mid Prussia^